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This report is designed to keep you fully 
informed about the progress, news, events 
and activities that are happening at The 
Pettman National Junior Academy (PNJA) 
located in Auckland and Christchurch, New 
Zealand. It has been a busy start to the 
year for the Academy, welcoming new staff 
and students, as well as introducing new 
classes and expanding our current classes 
to enhance the experience and skills of the 
students. The Academy has also held a range 
of outstanding concerts throughout the 
country that have been very well received 
and gave the students valuable on-stage 
experience performing in front of their peers 
and the public. 

Our Students 
The PNJA currently has a total of 46 students with 34 of those being at the Academy on a full-scholarship 
and the remaining 12 on half-scholarships. Auditions for the recent Pettman National Junior Academy 
Scholarships were held at the end of 2014, and applications reflected a large number of eager musicians, 
who were ready to pave their way towards a career in music. These auditions revealed an increased 
interest in the PNJA, particularly in New Zealand’s largest city, with two thirds of the scholarships being 
awarded to students from Auckland and the remaining third located in Christchurch. In total, thirteen new 
students aged between 11 and 25 were accepted into the Academy for 2015, including ten students from 
Auckland, two from Hamilton and one from Tauranga.  
 

INSTRUMENT STUDENT TEACHER CITY

Recorder Olivia Rose Humphrey Wolfgang Kraemer Christchurch

Recorder Linwei Lily Li Wolfgang Kraemer Christchurch

Flute Zoe Stenhouse- Burgess Uwe Grodd/ Melody Lin Auckland

Flute Kexin (Anna) Zhang Uwe Grodd/ Abigail Sperling Auckland

Clarinet Lorna Pairman John Robinson Christchurch

Bassoon Gabriel Baird Selena Orwin Christchurch

Viola Anna Elisara Susan Bierre Auckland

Viola Grace Leehan Serenity Thurlow Christchurch

Viola Marijke Cooper Serenity Thurlow Christchurch

Violin Emilly Fan Stephen Larsen Auckland

Violin Sandy Niu Stephen Larsen Auckland

violin Arthur Close Stephen Larsen Auckland

Violin Robert Moon Stephen Larsen Auckland

Violin Gloria Tian Stephen Larsen Auckland

Violin Benedict Lim Stephen Larsen Christchurch

Violin Isaac Daly Stephen Larsen Christchurch

Violin Hijiri Yamamoto Stephen Larsen Christchurch

Violin Bryan Lim Stephen Larsen Christchurch

Violin Grace McKenzie Stephen Larsen Christchurch

Violin Grace Leehan Stephen Larsen Christchurch

Violin Grace St Clair Lawrence Serenity Thurlow Christchurch

Violin Sarah Lawrence Serenity Thurlow Christchurch

Violin Victoria Park Serenity Thurlow Christchurch

Violin Sujean In Serenity Thurlow Christchurch

Cello Anastasia Lim Edith Salzmann Christchurch

Cello Eugene In Edith Salzmann Christchurch

Cello Kilian Krauss Edith Salzmann Christchurch

Cello Matthew Kim Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Ta Hee Kim Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Joo Eun Kim Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Hyein Kim Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Maria (Masha) Pavlenko Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Emily Carr Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Marcus Man Kit Ho Edith Salzmann Auckland

Cello Saphira Nielsen Edith Salzmann Auckland

Piano Sean Yang Rae de Lisle Auckland

Piano Delvan Lin Rae de Lisle Auckland

Piano Catherine Chang Richard Liu Auckland

Piano Michael Li Richard Liu Auckland

Piano Anthony Zhang Richard Liu Auckland

Piano Emilly Fan Stephen de Pledge Auckland

Piano James Seo Iryna Maksymova Christchurch

Piano Juliet Samandari Iryna Maksymova Christchurch
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Meet our New Staff 
The PNJA is privileged to have four talented new staff members join our accomplished 
team for 2015. The new teachers are experts in their own fields and bring a raft of 
unique skills and experience that are already boosting the exemplary teaching standards 
that we value so highly at the Academy.

STEPHEN DE PLEDGE (PIANO)

New Zealand pianist Stephen De 
Pledge has had a wide-ranging career 
as a soloist, chamber musician and 
song accompanist.  After studying 
at the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama in London, where he won a 
Gold Medal, he spent two years as a 

Junior Fellow at the Royal College of Music.

Stephen’s solo performances have taken him 
to Hong Kong, Italy, France, Singapore, Japan, 
Australia and the USA. In addition, he has made 
numerous appearances at Wigmore Hall, the 
Southbank Centre, the Barbican Centre and Kings 
Place in London.  His concerto appearances 
include the Philharmonia Orchestra (London), 
the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra and the New London 
Orchestra. 

SUSAN BIERRE (VIOLA)

Violist Susan Bierre graduated from 
the Queensland Conservatorium of 
music at Griffith University before 
completing her postgraduate 
studies in the Netherlands with 
the renowned violist Rainer Moog. 
She held a principal position in 
the Netherlands Radio Chamber 

Orchestra, working with chief conductors Frans 
Bruggen, Ton Koopman, Péter Eötvös and Hans 
Zender.  Her work in Europe involved regular 
performances in the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam 
as well as taking part in European music festivals 
including the Gaudeamus Festival, Detmold Music 
Festival and the Holland Festival.  As the solo 
violist in the contemporary music group, Xenakis 
Ensemble, she has toured extensively throughout 
Europe and Japan. Since returning to New Zealand, 
she has established a varied musical life as a 
recitalist, chamber and freelance musician. She 
teaches viola at the University of Auckland.

ABIGAIL SPERLING (FLUTE)

Abigail Sperling is a doctoral 
candidate in Flute Performance 
with Professor Uwe Grodd at 
the University of Auckland and 
is well-known as a performer of 
contemporary New Zealand music, 
in addition to the classical repertoire 
cannon. Radio New Zealand has 

recorded several of Abigail’s performances 
including her 2014 doctoral recital featuring 
the world premiere of a work by New Zealand 
composer John Elsmly. Abigail teaches extensively 
in Auckland at the Remuera Music School and 
she has a small private studio. She is principal 
flute of the recently formed Wairua Sinfonietta in 
Auckland and regularly performs with the Manukau 
Symphony Orchestra, St Matthew’s Chamber 
Orchestra, the University of Auckland Flute 
Ensemble and Magic Flutes NZ. She is a founding 
member of the Aotea Flute Quartet.

MICHAEL WEISS (MUSIC THEORY)

Michael has taught music extensively, 
from practical tuition for school-aged 
children through to postgraduate 
seminars at the tertiary level. This 
has mainly involved lecturing and 
tutoring music theory and music 
history at the University of Auckland, 
where he has taught and studied 

since 2010. His research in music theory has won 
him awards from the University and the New 
Zealand Musicological Society, and he has worked 
as a research assistant on scholarly publications 
about early nineteenth-century chamber music. 
He has a background in performance cello, and 
studied under Senior lecturer Edith Salzmann and 
Austrian cellist Martin Rummel. Michael is a member 
of the Auckland committee of Chamber Music 
New Zealand, and believes strongly in enabling 
music students of all ages to take part in public 
performance opportunities as well as exposing 
them to a wealth of music of the highest calibre.

What’s new in the classroom
The PNJA aims to nurture and inspire gifted young musicians to help them reach 
the best of their potential and give them the skills to create a solid foundation for a 
successful career in music. This year we have expanded our range of masterclasses 
and classes for students to help further strengthen our goals of shaping and producing 
extraordinarily talented artists. 

PNJA PERFORMANCE 
CLASS

We have introduced a new 
performance class that aims 
to give students as many 
opportunities as possible to 
perform in front of a live audience 
and to learn about different 
teachers views on music. The 
classes are a combination of 
lectures and performances by 
the PNJA and the University 
of Auckland staff, as well as 
visiting artists from around the 
world. The PNJA students are 
encouraged to attend regardless 
of their chosen instruments and 
up to four students will typically 
perform at each session. The 
weekly classes are held at the 
University of Auckland on Friday 
evenings and have been an 
enormous success, attracting 
large amounts of students to the 
performances which focus on 
a specific instrument or theme 
for each class.  It has provided a 
valuable opportunity for students 
to not only showcase their skills 
but to also learn from a wide 
range of experienced teachers 
who cover a range of various 
topics. 



6 THE PETTMAN NATIONAL JUNIOR ACADEMY OF MUSIC REPORT 2015            7

MUSICIANSHIP CLASSES 

The purpose of the PNJA Musicianship Class is not 
so much to teach abstract theoretical knowledge, 
but rather to enrich the students’ knowledge and 
appreciation of music. All classes are taught by PhD 
candidate Michael Weiss in two separate streams 
for both beginner and advanced levels of musical 
theory. The classes challenge students with aural 
training, including singing-by-ear, sight-singing 
and transcribing melody, harmony and rhythm. 
The session allows time for discussing musical 
works including placing the piece in its historical 
context and that of the composer’s own output.  
It also examines the remarkable aspects of the 
work, which can range from thematic treatment 
and harmonic activity to the use of texture and 
instrumentation through to interpretation and 
performance history. Students are required to  
come to each class having listened to the chosen 
work and having prepared some comments to 
share with the class.

PNJA SOLFÈGE CLASS 

The PNJA Solfège Class has been running in 
Christchurch since 2011, as an addition to the 
Academy programme. It aims to provide students 
with the unique skill of being able to develop an 
inner picture of music. This is achieved by honing 
a range of skills including learning music notation 
through melody or chord dictation, elements 
of music theory, mastering the ability to bridge 
theoretical knowledge with aural training and 
developing sight-singing skills. These weekly 
classes are held in Christchurch at Elmwood School 
and are run by Anne-Odile Roberts, a new teacher 
who joined the team in March. Anne-Odile has had 
an extensive career in music after beginning her 
own musical studies at age six. She entered the 
Marseille Conservatoire just two years later where 
she continued her musical education until her 
late teens. Anne-Odile is passionate about music 
education and has taught piano or theory/solfège 
throughout her life.

Staff 2015

Abigail Sperling Flute

Melody Lin Flute

Prof Uwe Grodd Flute

John Robinson Clarinet

Selena Orwin Bassoon

Wolfgang Kraemer Recorder

Stephen Larsen Violin/ Viola

Serenity Thurlow Violin/ Viola

Susan Bierre Viola

Edith Salzmann Cello

Martin Roberts Cello assistant

Stephen De Pledge Piano

Dr Rae de Lisle Piano

Iryna Maksymova Piano

Richard Liu Piano

Tim Emerson Piano accompanist

Kento Isomura Piano accompanist

Rosemary Barnes Piano accompanist

Anne-Odile Roberts Solfège

Michael Weiss Musicianship

Wolfgang Kraemer Director

Edith Salzmann Artistic Director

Priscilla Scanlan Assistant

Tania Priebs Concert Coordinator

Renee Jones Communication

Jane Jordan Design
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PNJA Performances
The PNJA students have been busy giving a range of high-quality performances that 
have been held across the country and have received enormously positive feedback 
from audiences.  
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NUT POINT CENTRE CONCERT, SATURDAY 16 MAY

Some of the youngest talent of the PNJA got to showcase their skills during a concert performed mainly 
by the Pettman National Junior Orchestra. Nine young musicians from the Primary Programme performed 
a range of masterpieces including works by Antonio Vivaldi, Johann Sebastian Bach, Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart  and Leroy Anderson. The concert provided students with the opportunity to perform solo 
repertoire in a relaxed and beautiful environment. During the performance students Anastasia Lim, a cellist 
who is one of the youngest students in the orchestra aged just nine-years-old, and 15-year-old violist 
Marijke Cooper inspired and delighted the audience with their performances.  In addition, violist Grace 
Leehan and Olivia Humphrey, who plays the recorder, were asked to perform during the concert. Both 
students gave impressive performances that motivated and supported some of the younger artists.
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ELMWOOD SCHOOL, 23 APRIL

PNJA student and musical prodigy Benedict Lim gave an outstanding performance alongside his peers 
during the concert. Benedict, 12, began playing the violin when he was just four-years-old and his 
natural ability and talent continues to inspire audiences across the country. Benedict, who won a music 
scholarship to join the Academy when he was seven-years-old, performed the last two movements of 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s, Souvenir d’un lieu cher, at the concert. His performance during the show can 
only be described as “musical fireworks“. Meanwhile, Olivia Humphrey was another of the 18 students who 
took to the stage during the concert giving a unique interpretation of Johann Sebastian Bach’s Partitia 
No.3, which was followed by the original version of the piece by Grace Leehan on the violin. 
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AUCKLAND LIBRARY CONCERT, 23 APRIL 

Following the incredible success of last year’s performance, PNJA students were invited to perform for the 
second time at the popular Auckland Central Library Lunchtime Concert Series. The public concert series 
is designed to showcase musical talent that brings together solo instrumentalists and vocalists, chamber 
ensembles and choirs from across the Auckland region. 
It was an excellent opportunity for PNJA students to get performance experience and exposure at 
a packed public concert. The five students who performed were very prepared and gave excellent 
performances including Anna Zhang on the flute, Joo Eun Kim on the cello, Zoe Stenhouse-Burgess on the 
flute, Hyein Kim on the cello and Emily Fan on the piano.
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UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND, 8 APRIL

The opening concert of the year was a resounding success for 14 PNJA students who took to the stage to 
perform for the first time in 2015. Students that were new to the Academy and were performing live for 
the first time overcame their nerves and played very well in front of the crowd. Standout performances 
included Delvan Lin’s interpretation of Frédéric Chopin’s Ballade No.1 and Joo Eun Kim’s performance of 
Joseph Haydn’s Cello Concerto, which is a compulsary piece for auditions for orchestral positions.  

�

THE  

PETTMAN NATIONAL  
JUNIOR ACADEMY  

of Music

�'&��)+�
�
��������"$�0���������*()-$�/���
��!�����"����� �������
����������� ����'���������
�
��&+�
*'%,)�2�(!�&'�
�
	/�!&��!%��
������

�' �&&�����*+!�&���� �
).0-�'�)/-(�

�,!+��&'3�<�!&�����"')��')���$$'�*'$'2�����7678�
�� �����&���!�����)#*�
�

��$�'%�� � �

��+ �)!&��� �&���
������

�' �&&�����*+!�&���� �
).0-�'�)/-(�

�,*���%��' $+�%(�)!�+�&��$�-!�)�!&�����"')2�
����>=:�
	��� �������� � ��
�

��)�,*�	'��
������

��&,�$������$$���
)0/.�'�)1,.�

��&*���!+,�$$���,���,��

�� ��������������
�

�%!$/���&�
������

�'*�( �	�/�&�
)/+*�'�)0(1�

�!�&'��'&�+��!&���%�"')2��'3�9:��
��������
�

���	����''#��
!������
�

�'$+�&��'��$/�
)00*�'�)1./�

����!'��')�-!'$!&��&��(!�&'��

�%!$/���))��
������

�&+'&!'��!-�$�!�
)./0�'�)/,)�

�'&�+��!&����!&')��')���$$'��&���3�32����:9�
������������������
�

�!� ��$�!�
������

��)��!���� %�&!&'����
)0/+�'�)1,+�
�

�'$!� !&�$$���(3�9��'3�:�

�$')!���!�&��
!������

,�.!��-�&����+ '-�&�
)//(�'�)0*/�

�'&�+���')�(!�&'��&��-!'$!&��'3�;�!&�����"')2��(3�
8:2�4�()!&���'&�+�5�
��������
�

���&���&��
������

,�.!��-�&����+ '-�&�
)//(�'�)0*/�

�!�&'��'&�+���(3�7:2��'3�7�!&�����"')�
��������
�


&+�)-�$� � �
��$-�&�!&��
������

�)0�0)!��� '(!&�
)0)(�'�)0,1�
�

��$$�����'37�!&����!&')2��(389�

���	����!%�
������

��.�)���$��)��
)0-/�'�)1+,�

��$$'��'&��)+'�!&����!&')�'(3�>;�
�������%����������
�

�'��)+��''&�
!������

,�.!��-�&����+ '-�&�
)//(�'�)0*/�

�'%�&���&'3�8�!&�����"')2�'(3�;6�
�

�''��,&��!%�
������

�'*�( �	�/�&�
)/+*�'�)0(1�

��$$'��'&��)+'��'3�8�!&�����"')�
�����������������
�

�&&��� �&���
�� ���

�0�!$��� �%!&�����
)0-/�'�)1,,�

�'&��)+!&'��')��$,+���(3�76=��
�

�



16 THE PETTMAN NATIONAL JUNIOR ACADEMY OF MUSIC

THE  

PETTMAN NATIONAL  
JUNIOR ACADEMY  

of Music

MARCH

Friday 13th, 6:15 – 7:30pm PNJA Performance Class – Dr Rae de Lisle Music Theatre, Auckland

Sunday 15th, 7:30pm Phillips /Salzmann/ De Pledge Trio concert Music Theatre, Auckland

Friday 20th, 6:15 – 7:30pm PNJA Performance Class – Stephen De Pledge Music Theatre, Auckland

Friday 27th, 6:15 – 7:30pm PNJA Performance Class – Edith Salzmann Music Theatre, Auckland

*Leo Phillips Master Class – TBC Music Theatre, Auckland

APRIL

Wednesday 8th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Music Theatre, Auckland

Thursday 23rd, 12pm Central Library Concert Auckland Library

Thursday 23rd, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Elmwood School, Christchurch

Tuesday 28th, 7pm Sarah Chang Master Class – Violin Music Theatre, Auckland

MAY

Saturday 16th, 7:30pm PNJA Student Concert – Orchestra/ Soloists Nut Point Centre, Christchurch

Saturday 23rd, 10am – 2pm Anthony Marwood Master Class – Violin Music Theatre, Auckland

JUNE

Thursday 4th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Elmwood School Auditorium

JULY

Friday 10th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Music Theatre, Auckland

Friday 24th, 7:30pm Barry Snyder Master Class – Piano Music Theatre, Auckland

AUGUST

Friday – Sunday 28th – 30th Musical Weekend School of Music, Auckland

SEPTEMBER

Friday 4th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Music Theatre, Auckland

Thursday 17th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Elmwood School Auditorium

Wednesday 30th, 7:30pm University Orchestra Concert  
(with PNJA students) 

Town Hall, Auckland

NOVEMBER

Thursday 12th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Elmwood School Auditorium

Friday 20th, 7pm PNJA Student Concert Music Theatre, Auckland

DECEMBER

Wednesday/Thursday  
2nd – 3rd

Audition 2016 School of Music, Auckland

Saturday 5th Audition 2016 Elmwood School, Christchurch

2015 Events

School of Music
The University of Auckland

Private Bag 92019, Auckland

info@pnja.co.nz, www.pnja.co.nz


